











































































• To	place	a	child	 with	a	gay	or	lesbian	couple	 is	not	 in	the	best	interest	 of	the	child.



























































• The	child	 adopted	by	this	couple	 would	grow	up	like	any	child	to	have	a	
‘normal’	 life.
• I	am	worried	 that	the	child	adopted	 by	this	couple	would	 grow	up	to	have	
gender	identity	problems.
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Data	Collection
Stage	1:
• 307	respondents	 from	New	
Zealand	so	far!
Stage	2:	
• To	be	replicated	in	the	UK	–
adjust	the	survey	 to	cultural	
factors
• TBC!
Data	Analysis	(n=307)	…	preliminary	descriptive
Profession
• Social	Workers	=164		
• Lawyers	=	116		
• Clinicians	=	6
What	is	your	sexual	orientation?
• Heterosexual	=	274
• Bisexual	=	15
• Transgender	=	0
• Gay	=	2
• Lesbian	=	15 
Relationship	Status
• Married	=	163
• Defacto=	68
• Single	&	dating	=	11
• Single,	never	married	=	23
• Divorced	or	separated	=	29
• Widowed	=	9
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Data	Analysis	(n=307)	…	
preliminary	descriptive
1	=	Strongly	Disagree
2	=	Moderately	Disagree
3	=	Slightly	Disagree
4	=	Slightly	Agree
5	=	Moderately	Agree
6	=	Strongly	AgreeLesbian	and	gay	individuals	
who	are	motivated	to	
become	parents	probably	
make	as	good	adoptive	
parents	as	heterosexual	
individuals	=	5.5
A	child	should	be	placed	for	
adoption	with	lesbian	or	gay	
individuals	only	if	the	
agency	cannot	find	suitable	
heterosexual	individuals	to	
adopt	the	child =	1.5
Single	gay	men	who	
are	not	 in	a	committed	
relationship	should	be	
allowed	to	adopt	
children =	3.8
When	lesbian	or	gay	individuals	apply	 for	
adoption,	 it	is	important	to	do	a	more	in-
depth	evaluation	before	approving	them	
for	adoption	than	if	the	individuals	were	
heterosexual =	1.8
